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In a world obsessed with good looks, friends on the Internet, and pretending to care about stuff, Better Than The Machine, “one of New York City’s best sketch comedy groups,” dares to be ugly, have no friends, and care about nothing.  

Better Than The Machine and their award-winning videos have appeared on Comedy Central, MTV, mtvU, The CW Network, and G4TechTV.  Since the group’s formation in 2003, it has performed eight original shows across the country and its videos have been featured as editor’s picks on websites like YouTube, CollegeHumor, Funny Or Die, MySpace, Cracked, and iFilm.  Better Than The Machine has been featured in numerous festivals across the United States, from Los Angeles and Boulder to Philadelphia and its home, New York City.  The group was recently named winner of Project Breakout, a national comedy competition judged by original Saturday Night Live writer Anne Beatts, who applauded the fivesome’s “fresh take on pop culture.”

Better Than The Machine is also a group with heart.  In the winter of 2007, group founder Reid Levin was diagnosed with Leukemia.  Levin was forced to take time off, away from the group.  The remaining four members of the group, unsure of when—or if—Levin would return, wrote and dedicated a show to him called unLEVINed. As of Autumn 2009, Better Than The Machine is proud to announce that Levin has made a triumphant return to the group.  He regularly contributes to Better Than The Machine’s weekly web videos, another proud tradition of the group.

Better Than The Machine is Carlos Cabrera, Matt Gallo, Reid Levin, Christina Reynolds, and Paul Syracuse.  Though scripted and rehearsed, their scenes contain elements of improvisation that gives them a natural “slice of life” feel that range from the absurd to very politically conscious.  “Better Than The Machine captures all the random absurdity of MTV’s The State and all the topical significance of Dave Chappelle” says The New York Press.

Will Nunziata, of the acclaimed comedy powerhouse The Royal We, directs Better Than The Machine’s stage shows. A graduate of the Second City, Time Out New York proclaimed of Nunziata’s humorous productions, “see them before they’re sponsored!”  Better Than The Machine has also recently teamed up with up-and-coming filmmaker Ballard C. Boyd to direct their online videos.  Boyd’s previous work includes commercials for Mountain Dew and Rounder Records.

Over 100 of Better Than The Machine’s videos can be viewed at http://bttm.net, along with more information about the group.

